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With the breakthrough in information technology since the early
1990s pivoting in a maturing global information network
accessible for a broad mass of consumers called the internet,
the power information relays to its 'owner' and the means and
speed of its diffusion have been revolutionized. In this context,
looking at various societal actors, the issue of equal access to
and transparency of information triggered not only broad
scientific research efforts, but again placed the spotlight of
public scrutiny on the issue of transparency of information in
societal, economical and governmental mechanisms of decision
making and business conduct. Civil society bombarding
multinational enterprises with postulations to disclose supply
chain locations and their labor and environmental practices
especially abroad conveys that not doing so bears certain, if not
even very lucrative, advantages for such businesses. With
governmental legislation setting the stage for businesses`
profitability in many realms, exerting...
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